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Time to Put Away Illuaiona
What has happ«ned in Russia should

herve to dispel the last illusion that may

cxitrt anywhere among thfl .AJHea as to tha

posaibility of effective co3p«ration with
kuflflia in th* present war. Ther* haa

probably been no chance of a Russian con-

tribution since last June, when Russian
soldiers ran away from the field of victory
la Galicia, shonting the battle cry of

..marchy as they fled.
lt is not, perhaps, eurprising that the

Kussian people, with their domeetic griev
ances, with the internal abuses and evils
which surround them, should ftx their atv-

t.ention upon the home problem and should

regard any external circumstance as of

minor importance. Perhaps history will

judge those Russians right who believe
lhat the salvation of the Russian revolu¬
tion is more important for Russia than

the defeat of the German autocracy.
The time is not one, therefore. to indulge

in recrimination. It is not the moment

to accuse Russians of betraying a com¬

mon cause, because the cause as such was

r.ever adopted l»y the Russian people anc

the people have repudiated the government
which was allied with the nations fighting
Germany. The best and worst that one

4-an say of Russia is that she has chosen
her own pathway.whether with supreme
wisdom or ultimate madness no one can

foretell.
On the other hand, there should be an

rnd to all illusion. Russia is out of the

war. Russia has heen to all intents and

purposes out of the war since the revolu¬
tion achieved the disorganization of the

armies and the collapee in Galicia terml-

nated serious hostilities on the Eastern
front. Failure to appreciate this fact has

led to the Italian disaster. Italy has heen

overwhelmed by troops withdrawn from

the Russian front, either with or without
the connivance of those who control Rus¬

sian affairs. The worst that could happen
from a Russian defection happened when

Cadorna's northem army was crushed

along the Isonzo. The price of the Ru»-
-ian desertion is beinf? paid in the Vene¬
tian Plain. and this is the measure of the

Allies' reverse.

lt remains now for those Allies who are

still united in a common purpose to reco-r-

nite the Russian deaertion as a fact; to

.rase .to waste money and supplies upon
Russian armie.- which will not fight and

Russian population whirh will not work.
Henceforth there is but one course to fol¬

low, and that is the course which excludcs

Russia from all calculations on the mili¬

tary bi<l«'.
lt i* ¦ matUr of little importance

whether flTllflfll* concludes a separate peace
with Germany or not. Apart from the

moral effect of such » procadure, it is of

no con^equence. Henceforth, whether
Russia preservea a nominal front ln tne

F.-i-t or not, the German and Austrian

I will be withdrawn at will and the
troops that are employed in the East will
?>e troops that *re not available for imme-

.e use on the Western front.
The United States should cease at once

to send any supplies or to make any loans
.o Russia. The Allies should ceas* at

one* to perroit foolish optimism or vain
hopes to becloud th* facts bo far as their
own populationa are concerned, becaus*
this would mean aimply a postponement
¦J the moral effect of the Runaian deser-

until a later time.
We have all to face fact* in thin war.

and most of the Alliea' blunders ao far
hsv* ariaen from the inability to discrimi-
nat* between facta and illusion*. Tha
whola wretched Mfltory of thfl Allied bun-
-rllng in tho Balkane raata upon the foun-

dation of an idealiam applied to a aitua-

tion in which the -rrosaest materUliam
wa* rxvind to pr«-r*ll. The Britiah and
th* Kra*rirh rontlnued to think of the Bul-

gariann aa idealiata and Ferdinand a* a

patriot when the Bulgarlan Ciar had aold
out to Berlin and hia p*opl* wer« on thfl

road to Serbia. Over and over again the

Allies have been surprised by facts which
should not have surprised a child ten

years old.
The final defection of Russia does not

change the situation. The actual defec¬
tion took place many months ago. The

Allied cause has since that time suffered
practically all the evil it could suffer from

such an event. The final evil is compre-
hended in the Italian disaster, and what¬
ever happens in Russia now is of no ma-

terial consequence so far as the war is

concerned.
It is not true, as many people believe,

that the Germans can immediately or at

any eufficiently early date draw food nnd

Bupplics from Russia, even if there is a

separate peace. All transportation and all
labor in Russia have broken down. Not

only have the soldiers quit fighting, but

the working people nav© quit working. The

country, despite all of Russia's resources

in wheat, is actually starving. The cry of

the Bolsheviki for bread is an eloquent
testimony to the present condition of Rus¬

sia. Nor is Germany herself in such a

condition that she can rchabilitate the

transportation system of another cojntry.
Her own is breaking down rapidly. She ll
not now able to maintain her transporta¬
tion in such condition as to supply her own

cities with coal, despite the fact that she

has an inexhaustible supply at her own

mineheads.
The Allies are bound to recognize that

Russia has ceased to be one of their assets,
and they should very quickly perceive that

they cannot permit it to be a liability with¬
out prolonging the war and greatly in-

creasing their own burdens. Whether

Russia now make* a separate peace with

Germany or indulges in a civil war, she is
lost to the Allies as a partner and as a co-

laborer. Even the rise of some dictator
would not necessarily or even probably
bring Russia back to the firing line on the
Allied side.
The truth is that in Russia the domestic

situation has triumphed over the foreign.
The Russians have turned their faces tow¬

ard their own problems. Until they have
reached some sort of solution for these

problems they will not again give either
their attention or their effort to a foreign
war. They are more interested now in the

partition of the real estate of Russia than
in the rescue of Russia's former Polish

provinces. They are more interested in

fighting their own land owners than the

conquering armies of Hindenburg or

Mackensen. They have established a Uto-

pia at home which may, and probably will.
melt into a state of anarchy with small de

lay.
'

But neither in Utopia nor in anar¬

chy is there reason for hope that Russia
will march again with her allies.
Great Britain, France, the United State"

_nd Italy have been for many months

actually fighting Germany and her allies
without asaistance from Russia. This fact

explains the slow British advance ln Flan

ders, the tamporary French check at the

Aisne, the collapse of Italy on the Isonzo.
All the fruits of Russian defection have
been harvested by the Germans, save only
that which may come from a spirit of ex-

aggeration on the moral side of the recent

events at Petrograd.
Those countries which are really fight¬

ing Germany possess the men, the money
nnd the resources to defeat Germany with¬
out Russian aid. They have no right or

reason henceforth to expect Russian aid
lt is their business to adjust themselves to

this new condition, to pu,. away empty
illusions and vain hopes, to redouble their
own efforts to block a German attempt to

'ncrease the extent of Allied losses through
Russian defection by exaggeration and bv
propaganda.

Russia has Ieft the firing line for the
rest of the war. There is no chance that
'ho will rotum. The material costa of her
defectiun have already been paid and the
opportunity for Allied victory remains un-

mistakable if the Allies will now face the
facts.

"*.
A Greater Port of New Yark

The creation of the New York Port War
Board, with Mr. Irving T. Bush as War
Port Director, was the obvious course for
the government to follow in order to in
ctease the capacity of this great port as it
must be increased if our allies are to re¬

ceive the food and supplies they need and
our men are to be transported "over there"
and kept supplied adequately with food and
munitions. Experts have reckoned that
not only the Port of New York but every
other port in the country must be made
at least 25 per cent more efficient if they
are to be able to handle the great tasks
war hns thnist on them.

Regarding this port thr problem was

comparatively simple. Theri' already ex-

isted the New York-New Jersey Port <"'>m-
mission, char^ed with the duty of investt-
gating port facilities and planning im¬
provements for the future. With this
body as a basis, the new board was formed,
consolidating the powers of the two states
with those of the Federal government. The
(xssurflncfl thus exists that not alone will
the Immediate end be served.the ipeedin-*
up of all harbor operations of loading and
unloading vesscls, with the greatest eco

nomic use of pier apace. There is an-

-.the-r, and a lasting, reason for satiafaction
over the formation of the Port War Board.
What it doea and the leaiona to be learned
frorn Ita rrperatiom wlH benefit the port

for years to come, making it, in the com-

mercial and industrial period following the

war, the great and splendid creation lt
ought to be.

There is an added touch of interest to

this situation in the fact that Mr. Julius
Henry Cohen, a close student of port ques-
tions, has been chosen as secretary of the

jnew Port War Board. It was Mr. Cohen
who, as counsel for the Merchants" Asso-
ciation, the Chamber of Commerce and
'the State of New York, successfully argued
against the application of certain New
Jersey municipalities for a splitting of
the Port of New York into two ports,
cr zones, by a freight differential. The
idea is unthinkable now, when the entitv
of the port has been so completely recog-

nized for the furtherance of an efficient
oort servico, with a dictator, conclusive
proof of unity. for the period of the war

But it should have been just as unthink-
;>h!e when the proceeding was begun.
Geographically, industrially, commercially.
the Port of New York is a unit, indivisible
There is every reason to expect that the

improvements and plans for future de-

velopment whteh the Port War Board will
bc able to make should put aside forever

any intimation of a split in a harbor which
can yield the highest service to commerce

only as a unit.
...........__¦*_

Where They Ought To Be
Better Iate than never. The Hamburr-

American Line offices in this city, taken
over by the government on Thursdav,
should have been seized long ago! This
company's headquarters has long been a

centre of anti-American activities. Its
officers broke our navigation laws in Ger-
many-B interest while we were still at

peace with Berlin. Its interned ships, en-

joying our protection, were turned into
fcatching places of plots against American"
neutrality. They sheltered spies and sa¬

botage conspirators and their machinery
was wrecked, under orders from abroad,
tven before Congress declared war nn

Germany.
The official!* of the company have con-

tinued to work for the cause of the Kaiser,
who is a large Hamburg-American ftock
holder. They have been putting obstaeles
in the way of the prosecution of the war

They are charged with having taken ad¬
vantage of the govemment's leniency in
allowing them to enter zones supposedly
barred to enemy aliens to eollect informa
tion useful to Germany. *\

It was a mistake to leave them a* large.
after so many glaring instances of abuse
by German subjects of our short-sighted
generosity in dealing with the enemies
within our borders. The government na?

had too much faith in human nature.

certainly in German human nature. For
the German everywhere, since this war

began, has shown an absolute disrega-,d
of the obligations which honorable men

have been taught to hold sacred. He has

pursued his own ends with ruthless indif
ferenceto all restraints of decency.on
the battlefield, in occupied territory, on the
high seas and in neutral countries.
The raid on the Hamburg-American's

headquarters should be followed by manv

similar raids. All neets of German con¬

spiracy in this city should be destroyed
Dangerous enemy aliens (and most of
them are dangerous) should be interne"
for the duration of the war. We are now

obliged to detail thousands and thousands
of men to guard docks, warehouses,
I ridges and waterworks. It would be a

^reat economy of effort to let them guard
intemment camps instead. There is wher*-
tbe busy German conspirators ought to be
.miles away from the seacoast, the areas

of military activity and supply and mu¬

nitions centres. The government will not
have done its full duty until it puts all
enemy aliens in this country under mili¬
tary restraint.

Interpreting U-Boat Figurefl
The Germans themselves will hardly be

satistied with the official explanation of
Ulfl figures lately given out in the British
House of Commons by the Kirsf Lord of
ihe Admiralty. Sir Eri<- Geddes was per-
fectly clear on certain essential point4-.
He quoted, for instance, the German fig¬
ures for August and September, covering
the supposed losses of all nationalities, and
stated unequivocally that the total tonnage
actually destroyed in the former month
was a little more, and in the Iatter a little
bflfl, than half the tonnage claimed. His
conclusion was that the Germans are nof
«it all sure of what they are doing.
The answer is that the British tigure

relatc to net losses and the German to

grOM losses. Allowing for this distim-
tion, as also for the deliberate omission in
the British estimate of certain ships sunk
in the Mediterranean, the two sets of lig
ures, it is insisted, correspond pretty
nearly.

This is ohviously absurd. fcr Sir Eric
Geddes wa> dealing with the losses of
Allies and neutrals as well as Brittflrl
losses and could not possiMy have undei
taken to estimate the replacemenU flbtoad.
He spoke clearly of the tonnage destroyed.
and the only possible WUg ot justifying th<'
German tigures was by roundly denying
the truth of his statement. To reconcile-
two set* of figures so widely different was

a manifest impossibility.
The fanciful character of the German

figures has, indeed, long been established
in many instances where the. tonnape of
hhips specified by name ha- been grosslv
vt rstated, and in many more where th*1

submarine eommanders were unable to

identify their victims. Moreover, a large
rumber of submarincs never return to
their ports, and to theae, no doubt, consid-
erable bags are attributed at hazard. At
all events the Germans have convinced
their foes that the estimates published hy
th^m are either deliberately false or

largely imaginary, and nothing could be
more fooliih than to attempt to establish
their correctnesa by quibbling* over th<*
British figurea, whirh may conceivably be
tfllse, but are not offered in an equivoral
form, and cannot by nny means be made Ifl
tally with the German flgurei.

It ia worth notlng that the latest British
returns are the moat eneouraglnj- pub-

lished since the establishment of the in
tensified blockade, This may be merely a

result of one of those "occasional fluctua-
tiona" to which the German statement
ouite justly refers as "inevitable" in a

rampaifm of this kind. for it must be fe

ealled that only a fortnight ago there was

a sudden rise and the number of week'y
f.r.kine-- was the highest recorded since
th* month of August. But the latest list
serves at least to restore the balance and
to increase confidence in the stea«iy decline
cf submarine effectiveness.
As a blockade the German measure has

proved singularly ineffective, as any one

can see by considering the facts and fifr
ures given by General Maurice in a state¬

ment printed elsewhere on this page. We
have only to compare it with the British
blockade of Germany to understand how

imperfect it is. Sir John Jellicoe stated
lately that in the last few months of 1910
cnly sixty vessels out of three thousarr*
pot through without being boarded, and
that the figures for the current year were

no less gratifying. It ia true, however,
that the end aimed at by the Germans h
different. It is the destruction of tonnage
by all possible means, and unless the ton¬

nage can be replaced or the destruction
stopped it must eventually succeed, even

at the present rate, provided the war can

bo dragged out for a suflicient number
of years.

Blue Water Names
Mr. Davis Discusses Sloops-of-War

and Charlie Noble
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: I read Mr. Dillon's letter in The Trib¬
une of November 1 with much interest I am
afraid, howerer, that his memory has failed
him on the subject of sloops-of-war Non

I sensical the term may possibly have been, but
r.everthelesa onr navy so dcsignated certain
classes of Tessels. If Mr. Dillon will turn

to the navy registers of 18fi0 to 1864, for ex-

ample, he will find the Lancaster, Hartford,
Iroquois, Kearsarge, Narragansett and many
cthers classifled as "steam sloops." I know
of no better authority than our own N'avy
Department. The approprlatlon acts of 1857
and 1858 specifically refer to steam sloops-
of-war.
Now, of course, nautical terms are often

very quaint and their orlgin frequently ob-
scnre. Let a layman, for example, consider
the following: Why Is a cathead so called?
Why is a certain kind of ladder called a

Jncob's ladder? When and why was the gal-
ley smoke pipe first called Charlie Noble?
Why is h peculiar kind of mast step called a

tabernacle? Why call a gaff a monkey gaff?
Why call a paymaster's clerk a jack of the
duat? Most of these terms date back to old
blue water sailor daya, when there were said
to be but four safe ports in the Mediterra-
nean: June, July, August and Port Mahon, a

statement which was almost literally true be¬
fore the many open roadsteads were pro-
tc-cted by breakwaters and moles.
As to specirlc descriptions of how certain

classes of vessels were constructe.i, I confess
that I have purposely avoided technical de-
tails, except when they added to the intere3t
of my story. Nevertheless, I believe that I
have fairly adequately described the eonstruc-
tion of manv (but not all) sloops-of-war, as

4vel] as the arranj-ement of their batteries. I
have also Indicated some of ihe changes made
leter in those ships, as in the case of the
Kearsarge. I have tried to be accurate, but
t.ot too technical.

Mr. Dillon is right in his surmise as to my
relatlonship with Rear Admiral Gherardi: he
was my mother's brother. I am irlad to have
Mr. Dillon remember him so pleasantly. It
was through my association with him that
I Int Iearned a g-reat deal about the navy.
I am a great admirer of our navy, and I hBve
written as a labor of love, and I may write
more, article-. for The Tribune.

OHERARDI DAVIS.
N'e4v York. N'ov. 7. 1917.

Put Uniforms on Alien tnemies
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: It is obvious that drastir measures

must soon be taken to ref-ulate and control
the alien enemies within our borders so as
to safetruard our military and naval works,
flraar***, shipping. manufacturing plants,
More:', etc. Failure to do so will be disas-
trous. The following suKfteations are made
with a view to solvinp some of the problem-.
in this conr.ection:

I. All enemy aliens to be strictly forbidden
MaBflflfl to all plflflfll 4-.here their presence
mif-hf hy any possibility endanger our in¬
terest*, under penalty of internment for the
period of the war.

1 To facilitate enforcement of such re-fu-
lations all enemy aliens to wear at all times
some conspicuous and distinctive uniform
or insi-rnia, under like penalty of intern¬
ment.

3. All citizens of Germany's allies to be
subject tfl the same or similar repulations
i.ild fla-raaltiaM,

i. Bael ixtgalatiaaa t* *uulg to women as
a flU a men.

5. All person*. alien or citizen. to hr re-
(imred, under heavy penalties, to immediately
report to the propcr authoritiea al) violations
of such regulationa eomins under their
notice.

It would seem to me that such a systemflf regulation would be workable and efTee.
tive, while, as every one knows, the regula-
tioaa now iti force are unworkabtc and in-

'''..tive. KRA.MIS g, ROOT.
N.w York, Nov. 8, 1917.

I irinds Across the Line"
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

.Sir: I note with interest what your Cana¬
dian editor-correspondent writes in your
.ssue of November 5 regardmg Anglo-Ameri-
can relations.
We can justly admit that mueh of what he

flBffl is true, especially when he refers to the
accounts of our relations with Great Britain
Bfl Ml forth in m.my of our school histories.
DMbtMSfl, also, many of our nation:.!- are

bumptious and coek«ure of American s-jperi-
ority on all BBiat*.

BouttOt, have 4e a monopoly of those un-
nleasant characteristica?
The S.ot-man and Irishman are perhapa the

beat liked of all alieni viaiting our ahorea
but whro haa not met the Englishman who
gives the aame kind of offence of whirh your
correspondent jpcaka?
He re--*rds aU persons and thin-rs Ameri¬

can as hepelessly inferior, and deems it his
pleaaant duty to so Inform us in and qut of
.ea on.

He mskes it douhly difflcult for tho.f. of ua
who are jrratef-il frl.ndc of Great Hritaln and
.Aho fflflfljltfla an.1 admire the ir.nny -terlin.--
-inalltiei of the Kngliah fteople,

If persona of thut strlpo on both side-. could
le gaf-ged, lt would grcatly aid In KBffBlflBtlagAnflo-Amerlcan friendshlp. YANKEK.
New York. Nov. I, 1P17.

' The BritishJiteam Roller
An Answer to Some German Critics from the British

Director of Military Operations
_.

Bv General F. D. Maurice*

{GeWAWul Mauru-e recently made the fol-
lonrhtg eommenta on aemaa Oermou criti:
einta relatiry to the progrtAs of the Brit-
iah arnn, in France.)

You will probably have seen that Major
Moraht, the wcll-known German critic, has

said that in the three attacks that have taken

rlaee since September 20 we have lost half a

million men. I have always had a respect £pr
' Major Moraht up to this. He has been a very

well known and a very sound military critic,

but if he had thought for two minutes he
must have known that we have not had hal<

of half a million ihni engaged in the tfcfflfl
batttflfl, and also if hc had had the industrv.
or even employed an intelligent clerk. to flll
down and count up the casualties (and we

always publish all the names in the papers)
he would have discovered that since the lst

of January of this year our total casualtlc*
ir. every theatre of war do not amount to

half a million. Therefore, that statement of

our losses is grotesque. It Ifl mcrely part
of tho same propaganda which insists th it

.re are aiming at far bigger objectives than

wo are and owmg to the valor of the Ger¬

mans we fail to get them.
N'atnrally, we make cstimates of tho t'er-

man losse*. and I may tell you that we hav

made a very careful estimate of the German

losses in the Battle of the Somme, and that

estimate becarae known to the Germans

through the French press. Within two davs

of the Germans getting to know of it they
stopped the exportation of their casualty
lists and they altered the eyatem by which

they publishod them, whieh seems to us a

fair indication that our estimate was not far

wrong or the Germans would not have taken

the trouble to put extra obstaeles in our way.

We have made another calculation in thtfl
battle on exactly the same basis as we made
in the Battle of the Somme. I am not going
to give you the figures, as 1 do not want
more obstacles put in my way, but I may
tell you this, that the total German casual¬
ties, according to this estimate of ours, ex-

cceds the total of British casualties, which,
of course, we know, by 71 per cent. Major
Moraht can deduce from that exactly what
our losses are.

An Accurate Metaphor
There was a great deal of talk rn the

early days of tho war about the Russian
stcam roller. I think the term 'team roller
may effectively be applicd to tho British
army in these operations. The advance is
not rapid, but it is insistent and It is ir-

resistlble. and. to follow out my inalogy, a

steam roller goes up hill much slov.er than
it does on the level, and our progress when
we were driving the enemy from the high
ground has been slower than when we reach

the top of the hill. Since September 20 we

have been able to engage in four battles fol¬
lowing one another more and more closely;
our spoed is getting up.

All that, of course, mean- an enormous

amount of work behind the battle front. Our

eyes are all on the events ut the front and
we are *ometimes apt to forget the immense
labor and amount of material which is be¬

ing expended behind to .keep this steam

roller moving, and I am going to give you a

few figures to tell you a little of what is be¬

ing done. I ask you to remember the-e

figures in connection with the German staU-

rr.ents about the U-boat war. I do not want

to minimize in any way the ineonvenionces
to us which the U-boat war is causing, and
how delighted we should be if we had man-^

No Time for Novelties
What an Inventor Discovered in

Washington
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Tho article by Mr. Th. H. Knappen
in this day's ISBOfl of your paper raises an

issue much more important than that of east

ships only, viz.: Does the Unitod States gov¬

ernment want to use the work of the Ameri¬
can inventor?
The newspapers, and to a certain extent

official bodies, make all sorts of appeals tfl
the ingenuity of the American inventor, but

when we come down to actual facts we find
tha» not only is the inventor not welcome,
bflt his work is eonsidored undesirable.
Take the case of the Liberty airplane mo-

tor. Secretary of War Baker officially an¬

nounced that "one of the chief rules outlined
at the beginning of the designing work was

that no engineer should bc permitted to in-

troduce construction whieh has not been
tried out." Does not this sound like the
talk in a Bttniflg town: "Wc ire one of the

old families hero. Why, we sottled here at

tho very start, tliree years ago." In the

I.iherty motor tho inventor was told to keep
out. Tho motor may Bfl a good motor, prob¬
ably is, but it Ifl not an advance on the,
standard praetice in the way of performanea
except perhapa in a very small way, because
it embodie* only what our enemy could use

as well aa we can. And they have good
engmeors in Germany and Austria.
"No engineer was permitted"" to introduca

anything that has not been tried out, at ll
time when flTfl ha\e been prating of Amori-
can ingenuity boating the German". The
American ingenuity is there, bflt apparently
Washington does rot want to niako use of it.

|t || so throughout the department* deal¬
ing with Wnt, a-.d any ono who trics to give
(not nelll anything to the government a*««ta
u.ti) a dead wai1 flf know-nothingism of the
most deliberate kind.
The present writer went a couple of months

ago to Washington "to do his bit." He is an

engineer, has several inventions in praetical
operation, and wanted to present to the gov-
ernment, free of charge, a couple of devices
which he thought might be worth while the
attention of the authorities.
He was better off than the usual run of

inventors in that he took care to obtain
propor introductions. There was, therefore,
no trouble in Focuring the BflCflflflfl**! inter-
rlflfl-fl,
The first invontion had to do with aeronau-

tics. The writer wus received by one of the
chief engineers of the Aircraft Production
Board. The first question waa: "Who is
now using your deviee?" On being told that
nobody is using the deviee, but that the
writer was fully willing to bear the expense
fll any teitg necessary prevloue to the ac-

teptanco of the deviee, the government engi¬
neer slmply pushed the whole thing away
from him and said: "We cannot consider
herr anything that ha* n«t been piaced on

tho m«rk>' hofore."
Ihe writer Ui lii* hesi to find out how it

was possible to hava a deviee, "piaced on thfl
market before" loihnittllng it to th*> govern-
niont where the govrrnment Is the only mar¬
ket for Mirh ii deviee
"Why-do you not go to the Curtlsa Com-

BanyT" then wanted to know the cover*nment

aged to drive the U-boats from the sea, but

I tell you this as a plain fact-that nothing
that the U-boats has done has interferedin
any way with our plans in France. They
have not kept a round of ammunition from

our troops; our troops are being fed as lib-

crally aa ever they were; they are bette-

supplied with guns and ammunition ana

other requirements of battle. and ln proof
of that statement I point to what has been

done here. It would be impossible to earry

out our operations if what l have said was

not a fact. Now. as to my tigures:
"The actual daily importations of British

war material into France in January flTflTBffM
11.4 tons per hour. During the last w.-ek Ifl

September they avereged 24.5 tons an hour, and

they have been steadily mounting up to that

figure between January and Septembir. That

la the stuff coming in. That has to be dis
tributed at the front and in its turn means

an immense development of communication*.
Broad gauge railways are being built; light
lines are being built; canals. are being im-

proved and developed; roads are being made
the whole time to get the stuff up to the bat-
tle point, and to show you how that develop¬
ment has been going on, I may tell you that

Ofl thfl l-t flf March of this year il am not

taking thfl winter period, because a hard flfiB-
ter i- unfavorable to traffic., on the 1st o-*
March the number of trains runnmg daily on

broad gauge lines was 179 with war material
only for the British armies. For the last

week in September that number had jumped
up to 259. That is the broad .:auge railways.

No U-Boat Re-atriction
"When the broad gauge railway stops there

is a network of light railways leading out

to the front. ,In March of this year the week-
ly average tonnage carried by thorc light
railways waa 25,300. At the beginning of

September (I have not the tigures for the end
of September) the weekly average was 173,-
400; and then we come to the inland water,
ways, the canals. Of courae, you cannot make
a canal as you can a light .railway, and the

development has not been so fast, but still
it has heen considerable. In March the week¬
ly tonnage carried by.the waterways in France
for our army alone was 34,500, and in the last
week of September it was 61,1500. These tig¬
ures I think are sufficient to justify my state¬
ment that the requirements of our armies
are being kept continuously supplied despite
anything that the U-boats endeavor to do to

interrupt communications with France.
"I should like to repeat what I said. I do

not want in any way to make what I have said

appear too optimistic with regard to the
U-boat war. What .ve have achievod has only
been done with a great effort on our part
owing to the extraordinary vigilance and the
admirable work of out navy, but in order to

do that we have had to coneentrate force an.)
take protective measures which we should be
very glad to employ elsewhere, and therefore
I do not want for one moment to say that the
U-boat war is a thing to be laughed at, but
I dosay this, that we have prevented it from
interfering with our operations in nny wav.
"While on the subject of opti.-iism, I should

like to say a word about the fighting, too. 1
have told you as far as I can plain fact3, and
I think you will agree with me that from
our point of view the story is good reading.
We have every right to be confident whe..
we see what our men have done, but the fight¬
ing is hard. We have a great deal in front
of us and we do not think that thia battle is

going to end the war. We see a great deal
more hard fighting in front of us. I should
like to add, especially to those of you gentle-
men who appeal to tiie American public, that
the importance of getting American troop? on

this side as quickly as possible and in aa large
numbers as possible has not been diminished
by anything that has happened in Flanders."

man. He was told that the writer wishes to
offer the device to the government free, or

at a nominal charge, and does not want to
make money out of it, but that did not help
matters, and the government man simply
would not look at the drawings.
Nothing loath, the writer went to the Navy

Department with another device. Again he
UU* promptly reeeived, only to be told that
unless his device has been previously placed
on the market it would not be considered.
He tried to argue.
But see here-was in substance what he

said I am ready to prove io you the super-
iority of my device to anything that is on

the market. I am ready to make tests at
my own expense. Only please tell me what
'.'st* you would consider as satisfactory be¬
fore you are willing to consider the adop-
tion of the device.
Now, no one could offer more than this,

but all this was of no avail.
We have no time to consider new devieea,

was what the navy man repeated time after
time. We are taking only what we can find
on the market. fully established.

N'o time to consider new device? in this
war where the entire fighting is going along
new lines. What are poison gases, laehryma-
tory shells, flame-throwers, Zeppelins. aero-

planes, smoke-screens, submarines, an.l a

thousand and one other things, but- new de¬
vice? which Washington has no time to con¬

sider?
An.l where will our boys' he when they

come with their "market"' equipment and
antiquated types of cverything to meet ah
.Bflflfl*/ who evidently does not consid.-r mar¬

ket conditions before adonting a new device'
Frankiy, it is so unfair, American Ingenuity

which no other nation can equal, begging to
be useful, and Washington bragging about
"no engineer being permitted to introduce
anything new."
A DAMN FOOI. OF A TATRTOT AND

INVKNTOR.
N'ew York. N'ov. 7, 1917.

German Music Not Hohenzollern
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: To the well chosen and fitting words
uttered yesterday by a sincere artist like
Walter Damrosch I beg permission to add
the following facts showlng that the masters
of music in Germany have at least not been
inspired by the brutal mlnds of Hohenzollern
rulere and their wars upon the universal
brotherhood idea.

Koheit Schumann. whom I consider the
most "nationally" German composer during
the Hohenzollern regime, was a radical,
politically as well as musically, and did his
utmost to introduce the works of "outsiders"
in the Vaterland. He also prided him«e|f
on having introduced the "Maraeillaise,"
through a changed rhythm, in one of hia
eomposltlona, and chuckled over his succesa
In thus fooling hia cenaore.
Riehard Wagner, whose genlua ta under-

stood and appreclated by milllona of "un-
kultured" Americans, was hampered and dls-
coura-red In his efforts by the musicallyIgnorant mlnds of the Hohenrollerna. Thua(;"rm,n n-usie, Bll ati good aTt WM <wtMjfrom th.- aunport of unlveraal love, havingttosslM- only otio enemy tha Kala*r, AndIhe more German mustr U,, Damrn-eh give?
us the aurer Americans will f>,l »hat they
are flghtlng the Kal.er for the gvod of the
German people, aa well aa for the wholfl
*",J'ld ERNST BY8TROM.

Brooklyn,.Oet. t»o, lt!7.

Railroad Accidents
Mistaken Inference* Drawn p-^

Unanalyzed Statistics
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: An item appeared la The Tribm, *
October 19, entitled "Railways K:',] j
Thousand," quoting the Intersttte Coor-,^
Commission statistics as evicence of &
killing of 10,000 and the inju-y 0f i*-.j|
persons in railroad accidents in l*.-*, I
bare statement of these to:ala, witla-
analysis or explanation, is m sleading ^
unjust to our railroads. Five years ago *

American Railway Association appolnta"
special committee on accident s'atUtiet, -»«

posed of representatives of the Pennayh,,^
Railroad, Central Railroad of New -._

and Southern Pacific, to suggeit chanjt,,,
the clasaification and publicat on of b-jjj.
state Commerce Commission accident ...

tistics that would prevent m sconati^u
by 'making them reflect actual condit:-*..
more clearly than they now do.
Only 562, or 5.6 per cent, of tre total ttt$.

ties in 191*5 were due to eolIi»iona and 4*
railments of trains, the other 94.4 per re*-
being due to other causes, thus:
One and seven-tenths per cert of the t-4-j

wero due to negligence of pa-^engers, ty
21.4 per cent to the negligenc* of emplow
in falling from or getting on and off tr-jj,
and in walking on tracks; over 17 per cm

to fatalities to persons carried under ej,,
tract and others, nearly all of whom »«,
killed at grade crossing-, an.l flflBrlf 4
cent, or almost half of the total, due ta-

passi ig on trains or on track*. Kurop-*,
roads ar.- entirely free from this so-jrc-
accident, because their laws fflrh .1, urda.
MTflrfl penalties, unauthorir.ed per?on- frtaj
boarding trains or walking on tracks, b*
our carriers are not similarly prot*-**-,
They frequently have appealed In vain g
lawmakers to conserve life by forbiddij-
trespassing. Finally, f>.3 per cent of tl*
fatalities occurred in shops, at stationa, --.

and were in no wise due to the operation ei
trains.

Collisions and derailments cauaed bat J.J
per cent of the total injuries; the reraair.ia-
9*5.1 per cent is made up of 59.2S5 accidentii
or 30.1 per cent due to negligence of pu I
sengers and employea, trespassers m' I
others, while 129,740 accidents, or 66 paa I
cent of the total, were in no wise connectavj
with the operation of trains, but rovered te.

cidents, mostly trivial, in ahops, around itt.
tions, etc.
We are no more justifled ln eharginr. miw

haps to longshoreraen, freight agents, ar*
c'erks, and those engaged in building an'
repairing shipa, nor to passenger? an,
others in embarking and disembarking, u
the perils of the sea than we are in charf.
ing corresponding misadventures in ant*
p.round railroad shopa and atations to tha
peril of the rails.
We invito attentlon to these rna't-ra, n*

to depreciate loss of life in operatini* tra'tu
or to excuse it, but in order that th-y maj
be correctly understood and Judged. Kv-rj
railroad officer la eonstantly and esrnestlj
seeking inereased safety, but few people knot
what they accomplish. In 1916 302 eompani**,
operating 139,000 milea of railroac! -eqaal
to tha combined railroad rnlleage of G*»
many, France, Austria, Hungary an.i Ro*
sia.or 56 per cent of our total, transported
fiO per cent of all paasenger and 67 per ceM
of all freight trafflc without killing a r.:ngla
passenger In a train accident. One Arrate
can system of over 11,000 mi'es, emplr Hnt
80,000 men and cairying 45,000.000 pasiefr
gers in 1916, conducted its operations *ntk
the loss of not one passenger and bat *v*
employea in accidents to traina.

J. KRUTT3CHNTTT,
Chairman, Special Committee on Accident

Statlstica of the American Railway Aa-
sociation.

New York, Nov. 8, lfllT.

Give Faculties Voice, Not Control
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I beg leave to correct an erfnoota

impression conveyed by the heading vrMca
you placed above my letter of the 17th u>
stant on academic freedom, and further im-
plied in your editorial of the 19th, in which,
apparently, you assume that many critics of
existing conditions in university gov. rnrrenl
advocate placing the conduct of "the -vholt
edueatipnal policy of a university final and
wholly in the hands of its faculty."

I have not argued.-in my letter, Ifl favot
of re?tr:cting the powers of trustee- -olelj
to the handling of financial affa:r.-. 1 da
regard this as their most important ottttam
But, in common with almost every profesiac
with whom I have discussed this sub ect, I
advocate a bicameral government f*i uni.
versities in all matters that coneer:. I .iie
educational policies and critical BCfl ~.i*
interosts. To interpret the claum for r^coj.
nized faculty participation in tl
tion of such matters as impljing >-<.

that professor? shall rule without H or
hindrance ifl to misconceive the parBOli ef
the claim entirely. The fa.-i *-«
r-mpowered to elect from its ca*. fl fl*
ship a representative comm.tte.
tees to Mt with the board or e*al ' . tl '.
on matters of educational policy, aad
portant deeision? on educatior:i| Uflf
should require, to become effective, the .oint
nction of the trustees and of the iNf
through it? representatives.

IsaSfliBcIl flfl the executton flf l *l
oolicies is hound up with tinance.-. v«
luite unworkable to withdraw frnn. **a

ill power with respeet to ciuca'
S'or is there any need for so doing il I * \0*
:4-re<t? of academic freedom prov;.:.-.'
>.>rs, who, it rnay be asiaumed; are condurtiflf
:he main business of the universitj * nV
cwed an effective voice in the 4fl*iflio*a that
nost vitally affect the conduct of th*lr buai-
iess. A.- matters now stand t*-e\ hfltfl **
.oice whatever, except by courtesv, ln thfl do-
:i?ion of many questions that JflCfll) eoflCBBI
.he educa»;onal health and pfBgraflfl flf f'-eif
nstitution-.

JOSFril ALKXANDKR LCIOH1 >M.
Ohio State I'niversity, C*lBaVBSI ,]b'-*t

Oet. 22, 1917.

The Future of Alsace-Lorr<-irir
ro the Kditor of The Tribune.
Sir: Speeches delivered recentljr by promi-'

'ent Americans propose as one of the tOtWS
^f peace a union after the war of BelgiuB*
.uxemburg, Alsace-I.orraine and Switzerland.
To this I must take exception as a repra*

.entative of the inhabitants of Alsace Uf

.aine. We are Fretn-h and we tnu«' r-urfl
o France. Oth*rwl*fl B*BC* flrlll bfl B< ~'T
ust nor lasting.
Those making th,? MflflBBBal may be B*BB

ntentioned. but in effect they ure working
n the intereste of the great enemy oi 9m
lamely, Germany. lt ia not even neceasary
o discuasa the posaibihtie? of such * uniofl
if small atatea aa ia proposed. Suftir- N ' ...

VIsace-Lorralne wanta to retum to Fianca,
hat France will not lay down her arm? until
tasured of the reatoration, that Knglan.! haa
ommittcd heraelf to the same programme bf
he utterancea of her public men.
The question of Alsace-I.orraine i? net a»

ibstract cjuestion for the American puhhc o*t
»nger. Jt ia an American que>t«i.. - *.-*.
Vmerlea'a entrance into the war An'* *****
ther propoaal, hostile to the object? e' ^*
illtflB, eannot go unrebuked.

DAMF.I. HMMKNTHAL
'realdent World League for the Reatltutl**)

of Alsace-I.orrfllna.
Nflw York, Nov. 1, 1917, -V


